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“Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
- An Ordinary Christian”

by Maria Di Lorenzo

When I ask people if they know about a famous
Italian by the name of G. Frassati, they probably
think I am referring to Gianni Versace, the top
designer; but no, I am actually referring to another
Italian who not only makes his fellow Italians proud,
but the whole world - his name is Blessed Pier Gior-
gio Frassati (April 1, 1901 - July 4, 1925). When Pier
Giorgio was beautified on May 20, 1990, Pope John
Paul II named him the “Man of the Eight Beati-
tudes”. His life on earth was barely 24 years, but he
had lived his vibrant life to the fullest in proclaiming
God’s love to the poor and he left a rich legacy as a
role model to the youth of the world.

In the book, “Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati - An
Ordinary Christian”, the author, Maria Di Lorenzo
portrays this young man’s life as truly an ordinary
Christian.

student; he loved to hang out with friends; he loved

He was not a particularly intelligent

to crack jokes; he loved skiing; mountain climbing;
he fell in love with a girl; but most of all, he had a
burning desire to bring God’s love to the poor in
whom he saw Christ himself. His charitable acts are
countless: he gave his socks and shoes to a child who

was bare foot when he was only four years old.
Sometimes, he gave out all his money to the poor,
including his train fare that he ended up walking a
long way home. Consequently, he was late for
dinners, but when his mother reprimanded him, he
never defended or excused himself. On a severe cold
winter night, he generously gave his coat to a beggar
and walked home shivering. Often, he took flowers
from the vases from home and placed them on the
When his father offered him

money or a car before his university graduation, he

coffins of the poor.

did not hesitate but took the money and gave it all to
the poor. At 17, he joined St. Vincent de Paul and
dedicated much of his spare time to serve the poor.
At 22, he took his final vow to enter into the Domini-
can order as a lay member. Since he took the name
of Girolamo (Jerome in English), after a Dominican
friar, his personal hero, no one knew that this courte-
ous and handsome young man was in fact the heir of
the notable Frassati family. Pier Giorgio would
bring food, medicine and clothes to the poor and he
insisted on visiting them individually, calling them
each by name, offering them comfort in midst of
their miserable lives. He said, “I see a special light
around the sick, the poor, the less fortune, a light that we
do not possess.” His life is a concrete expression of
unity between faith and actions, a unity difficult

even for practicing Christians today to achieve.

To look into Pier Giorgio’s interior life, we see that
he had a devout passion of the Holy Eucharist. He
slipped out his house early morning each day to
receive Holy Communion. He spent time each day
reading the Bible and had reconciliation three times
aweek. The Blessed never failed to find time to pray.
In an all-night vigil in the Cathedral of Turin, he
became so absorbed in prayer and adoration that
even when the wax from a large candle fell on his
head, he did not notice.
immersed in the sea of the Divine love. In this book,

He was completely

the author describes Pier Giorgio as “a man ener-
gized by his faith and purified by his love for others.
He knew how to be silent and intensely prayerful,
and how to be joyous and bright with his friends.”

Not only was Pier Giorgio drawn to the Eucharist, he
also had a filial devotion to Mother Mary. When he
stayed in the family’s holiday home in Pollone, an
outskirt in Italy, he would wake in dark and climb




the mountain in an hour to visit the Shrine to the
Virgin Mary each day and came home when the sun
just came up while everybody was still in bed. On
feast days, he would take part in Marian procession
and often helped carry the canopy over the statue of
Virgin Mary through the streets of Turin. At that
time of great political and social unrest, it took a
person great courage and devotion to risk his life in
confrontation to the hostility of both Communists
and Fascists, yet Pier Giorgio faced these confronta-
tions with a resolute and calm heart. He is fond of
saying rosaries and he also used the seeds of a plant
that grew in the garden in Pollone to make rosaries
and gave them away as gifts to his friends. By doing
s0, he constantly reminded his friends to pray and be
devoted to Mary, who he believed would lead them
to God.

In university, he studied mine engineering, hoping
to do Christ’'s work among miners, the outcasts of
the working class. Yet, before he graduated, his
father made a point that he was to inherit the fami-
ly’s newspaper business. Pier Giorgio was so disap-
pointed and upset, but because this would please his
father and also as the only son of the family, he
accepted it with pain and great personal sacrifice.
You may think that the Blessed is a coward and not
courageous enough to pursue his dream, but mind
you that was one hundred years ago and parents
were not as open minded as today, and a refusal
would be a big blow to his father. So this is an exam-
ple of Giorgio’s piety and most importantly, his
ability to surrender what was dear to him for the
good of others. To me, this is not at all an ordinary
act but it needs a lot of love, courage and under-
standing.

At the end of June 1925, Pier Giorgio began to feel
weak. While the family was focused on his grand-
mother’s illness, they did not pay much attention to
him, thinking that he was coming down with a flu.
On July 1, his grandmother passed away but Pier
Giorgio was too weak to get up from bed to attend
the funeral. On July 3, the family started to realize
how sick he was and when the doctor was called,
everybody was distressed learning that Pier Giorgio
had in fact contracted poliomyelitis (most likely
from contacts of the poor), an acute infectious

disease that can affect the central nervous system,

primary the spinal cord, leading to rapidly progres-
sive paralysis and death. On his dying bed, the
Blessed used his last breath to give instructions to his
dear sister to deliver the medicine to a family and to
renew an insurance policy on behalf of another
family which he did not have a chance to do the
week before. It was by then that the family was
brought to light that the boy had been doing all these
charities for the poor. In the middle of that night,
Pier Giorgio was restless as he could hardly breathe
and he had to ask the nurse to help him make the
sign of cross. Silently, he passed away on July 4,
with a mysterious smile on his lips.

At his funeral, while only expecting Turin’s elite and
political figures and friends to come, the family was
stunned to see the streets of the city lined up with
thousands of mourners when the cortege passed by.
Most of them were the poor people whom “Brother
Girolamo” had served. It was these poor people
who petitioned the Archbishop of Turin to begin the
cause of canonization. In 1981, when Pier Giorgio’s
tomb was opened, they found his body incorrupted,

which was a remarkable testament of his holiness.

To summarize, I would like to quote from the end of
the book: “Pier Giorgio did nothing extraordinary or
He did not found a
religious order; he was not a missionary to faraway

dramatic during his life.

lands; he did not preach to crowds. Rather, quite
simply, he staked everything on God with the abso-
lute certainty that, as he once wrote: By yourself you
can accomplish nothing, but if you place God at the
centre of all your actions, then you will reach the
ultimate goal.” As we can see, Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati was, and will continue to be a perfect model
of daily holiness within everyone’s reach: an
ordinary Christian layman on the fascinating road to
sanctity.

This book is so rich in depicting the lives of the Bless-
ed that I urge you to read it and hopefully you will
also be inspired by his free spirit and motto, “to
serve the Lord in total happiness” as much as I do.
This book is now available in the CCMEA library. I
also urge you to say the novena which can be found
in his official website to ask for favours or miracles:
http:/ /www frassatiusa.org.
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