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The Simple Way of God

I have been falling in love with the song
"Herel am, Lord" since first heard it from aFili-
pino friend. With amysterious longing to receive a
call from God, | started praying to God to let me
hear His calling at almost every Sunday Mass dur-
ing the last few years. Year after year, | wasstill in
the same job and | did not hear any callings from
God, as | had expected. It seemed that God was too
busy with other people and ignored my prayers. Yet
theterm"VOCATION" wasan absolutely aienword
to me even though | waswaiting to be called. Then,
God gave me His answers a month ago.

About a month ago, | arranged to use the
Hong Kong Seminary Library. By chance, | wasin-
spired to read the book "A Simple Path"(, contain-
ing stories about Mother Teresa and her followers.
| followed the advice given in the book to pray for
guidance from God. On the day | read half of the
book, a friend phoned and shared with me his
thoughts on vocation. Suddenly | realized that | had
been given avocation but | was unable to recognize
it. Suddenly, | awoke with astonishment, and | was
guided into introspections about my vocation and
the deeper meanings of life.

khkkkkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhhhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkhkkx%x%

To many people, | am 'too active', 'too open'
and sometimes 'too warm'. When | was small, | was
aways accused of misbehaving and being problem-
atic in schools. | was even labelled asarebel, so |
became ashameto my family. Now my activeness,
openness and warmth are gifted tools to work for
and with those least brothers and sisters who are
depressed, in need of genuine personal interactions,
help, care, concern, love, understanding and being
heard. See, | am precious and being loved by God!
Thank God that He finally let me know that | am
His useful instrument.

Oh, Yes, | am asocial worker. The day that |
heard God's reply a month ago, | realized that | did
not choose to be a social worker but God chose me
to make Hisjob done.

kkhkkhkkkkhhkkkhkhhkkkhkhkkhkkhhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkikkkk*

When | completed my first degreein England
in 1991, | did not know what | wanted to do. But all
| knew was | wanted to do something very human
and in touch with human beings. So | applied for a
one-year post-graduate social work course of the
Liverpool University, which required 2 yearsrel-
evant working experience that | did not have. As

Margarita

my father had to finance my younger sister'sstudy in
Australia, he could not afford another year of study
for mein England. But then, | saw an advertisement
inthe'Silk Road', alocal Chinese community bulletin,
announcing that the HK Govt. would offer ascholar-
shiptoaHK student for oneyear of socia work train-
ing in the UK. So, | applied for it and later was of -
fered an interview in HK.

Asl wasvery naiveand ignorant, | did not know
how to prepare the interviews offered by the
Liverpool University and theHK Govt. | just remem-
ber that | had made a cross over my head and my
heart for God's blessings before | walked in the inter-
view rooms of two places. According to the Equal
Opportunity policy in Britain that time, they had to
accept at least 2 to 3 students of ethnic minority back-
grounds with financial resources to support
themselves. With my sincere attitude and of course
God's mercy and blessing, they offered me a place
even | did not have very relevant working experience.
Meanwhile, the HK Govt. also offered me the schol-
arship even though | could not tell the job difference
between asocial worker working in afamily services
centre and in ahospital.

Now whenever | look back, to be a social
worker seemed to be an impossible path to me but
yet it was so smpleand well organised in God'shands.
The moment | realised that my job is actually my
vocation, | have been seeing my job from avery dif-
ferent perspective that | have amission to show that
Jesusislovein actions.

kkhkkkkkhkkhkkhhkkkhhkkhkhhkkhkkkkkkkikkk*

I grumbled and showed my resentmentsto God
when losses happened to me during the last two years.
Now | can see that they were in God's plans too.
With the sorrow and painful feelingsthat are beyond
human words, those feelings and experiences are now
sources and tools for me being able to be empathy in
helping others effectively. They equip me not only to
be more human, sensitive and be agood listener, but
also remind me that | am chosen by God as HIS
instrument.

( "Mother Teresa - A Simple Path”, complied by
Lucinda Vardey. N.Y.: Ballantine Books, 1995.)

P.S. To contact the above article writer for sharing,
please e-mail to 'pkyw@hongkong.com' for
Margarita.
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