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z TheLord’Prayer

I CANNOT PRAY Our, if my faith has no room for others and their need.

| cannot pray Father, if | do not demonstrate this relationship to God in my daily living.

| cannot pray who art in heaven, if all of my interests and pursuits are in earthly things.

| cannot pray hallowed be your name, if I am not striving, with God's help, to be holy.

| cannot pray your kingdom come, if | am unwilling to accept God'srulein my life.

| cannot pray your will bedone, if | am unwilling or resentful of havingitin my life.

| cannot pray on earth asit isin Heaven, unless| am truly ready to give myself to God's service here and now.

| cannot pray give usthisday our daily bread, without expending honest effort for it, or if | withhold from my
neighbour the bread that | receive.

| cannot pray forgive usour trespasses aswe for give those who tresspass against us, if | continue to harbour a
grudge against anyone.

| cannot pray lead usnot into temptation, if | deliberately choose to remain in asituation where | am likely to be
tempted.

| cannot pray deliver usfrom evil, if | am not prepared to fight evil with my life and my prayer.

| cannot pray yoursisthekingdom, if I am unwilling to obey the king.

| cannot pray yoursisthe power and theglory, if | am seeking power for myself and my own glory first.

| cannot pray forever and ever, if | am too anxious about each day’s affairs.

| cannot pray Amen, unless| honestly say, “ Cost what it may, thisis my prayer.”
--Anonymous--
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"MV hat does the world mean to you?'

"What does the world expect of you?

"These are not a philosophic question, rather they are questions

from a social studies teacher in Las Vegas junior-high-school who
wants to prepare hisjunior high-school studentsto facelife.

"Think of an ideato change our world - and put itinto action."

In response to this provocative assignment, an abstract extra-
credit assignment, one student leaps at the chance and reconfigures
the golden rule as asort of chain letter. If someone does you afavor,
don't pay him back. Do something nice for three other people. Then
suggest they do the same for three more people. He develops the "pay
it forward" plan. Sort of ado-gooder pyramid schemewhilst devisesa
sort of existential chain letter whereby asks people to return favors by
doing good deeds for others, and so the good deed will spread
exponentialy. Before long, random acts of kindness sweep the town.

"Mushroom clouds of kindness' "A Mother Teresa congaline" as
described in the novel.

"Pay it forward" is anovel written by Catharine Ryan Hyde.
The book's unusud titleisabout asystem of goodwill implemented by
the student. If a person does something nice for you, you "pay it
forward" by doing agood turn to someone else.

Today, society covered with poverty, discontent; addiction,
and violence; facing the threat of child molestation, family abuses and
senseless murder.What's wrong with that? Mistrusts, greed and
sdfishnessflows among the human rel ationships. Individua habitualy
isolated themselves with their PCs or laptops. They'd rather chatted
through ICQ or email with their identity hidden. Over self-protection
turns oneself mistrust others and isolates oneself aswell. In theory
theideathat society makes selflessness seem unnatural and that only
consciousness design - aregime - to do good can put people in touch
with their essential decency isless sentimental than it first appears.

However, kindness and the best intentions are not always
enough. It's interesting to watch people get suspicious and angrily
shout, "I didn't ask for yourhelp," when strangers offer to go out on a
limb. Lack of mutual trust in the human relationship aroused the

PAY IT FORWARD

Catharine Ryan Hyde

Tortuga (%10~ ¢)

distrustful between the individuals. "There is no free lunch in this
world" even you pay it forward, the receiver will doubt your intention
and your longing rewards.

The overal message of "Pay It Forward" movement is one of
hope and optimism. Once confronted with arandom act of kindness,

one would be willing to keep the compact and pass on the goodwill.
Providing an honest answer might require more soul-searching than
many of us are comfortable doing.

Itisnot an improbable dream or overly utopianidea It works
only the habitually lonely oneself, theisolated individua willing to
reaching out and coming together, not disconnecting. Once you free
yoursalf with hope and love, you will automatically feel the warmth
that God aready seeded inside our hearts.

Most of the children'smind are pure and simple, theirresponse
aredirect and sincere. While the disciples arguing "Who isthe greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?' among themselves, Jesus called alittle
child unto him, set him in the midst of them and told the disciples that
except they converted themselves aslittle children, they shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven. [Mt18: 1-3]

Trevor, the student who plansthe "pay it forward” systemis
nothing specia or genius. Heisaboy in search of stability and meaning

- he hasthe childlike ability to see the good in people and to ignorethe

consequences of his actions, but the adult insight to understand what
others need.

The"Pay-it forward" system, isapractical application of karma,
coming up with arather smple,inventive idea of thinking globally but
acting locally. The plan - dubbed "paying it forward" -hasthree steps
that basically callsfor everybody to help three other people in unique
ways. Inturn,these peoplewill help three more people, who will help
threemore people, and so on and soforth, until thewholeworld becomes
one cosmic pyramid scheme of do-gooders.

Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore shall humble himself asthis
little child, the sameis greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And who so
shdl receive one such littlechildinmy namereceiveth me" [Mt18: 4-5]
Well, lets humble onesdlf, read thisnovel and try if the plan can work
out.
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